
 

 

BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Report of: Sarah Suggitt: Executive Member for Strategic & Operational Planning  

To: Cabinet: 25 July 2022 

Author: Simon Wood: Director of Planning and Building Control 
Andrew D’Arcy: Planning Policy Manager 

 
Subject: Statement of Community Involvement 

 
Purpose: To seek Cabinet’s approval for a revised Statement of Community 

Involvement in respect of plan making and Development 
Management. 

 

 

 

1.0 BACKGROUND 

 

Why have we prepared and consulted on changes to the Statement of 
Community Involvement (SCI) 

 

1.1 The updated SCI sets out the standards to be met by the authority in terms of 
community involvement, building upon the minimum requirements set out in the Town 
and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) 2012 Regulations as amended 
including regulations made in 2017 (‘the Local Planning Regulations’). 

 

1.2 The Council’s adopted Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 2013 needs to be 
updated to take into account legislative changes relating to data protection1 which sets 
out how data is collected, processed and disposed of, neighbourhood planning2, 
proposed planning reform (currently delayed), as well as to support the preparation of 
the Local Plan review.  An updated SCI as set out in Appendix 1, Statement of 
Community Involvement, is therefore proposed to accommodate these changes. 

 

 

                                                
1 Data Protection Act 2018 
2 The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 

 

Recommendation(s): 

 
(I) That the Statement of Community Involvement is approved and 

adopted in respect of plan making and Development Management. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2018/12/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2012/637/contents/made


 

1.3 The SCI’s role is to outline how local communities, including residents, organisations 
and businesses, and other interested parties, will be involved in plan-making and the 
consideration of planning applications. 

 

1.4 The proposed updated SCI has been subject to a period of consultation between 
Monday 22nd November 2021 and Friday 21st January 2022 in line with best practice.  
The representations received to the consultation have been reviewed and summarised 
as set out further below, with each representation and Council ‘Action’ set out in 
Appendix 2, Schedule of Consultation Responses. 

 

Summary of Publicity and Notifications 

 

1.5 The SCI consultation was advertised on the Council’s website and further notification 
was implemented through emails and letters to residents, organisations and statutory 
consultees registered on the Council’s planning policy consultation data base.   

 

Summary of Representations to the Consultation 

 

1.6 A total of 141 representations were received from 23 statutory consultees as well as 
from residents and other organisations within the District.  Statutory consultees which 
made representation included, Natural England, Historic England and Norfolk County 
Council and town and parish councils. 

 

1.7 Whilst many of the representations responded to the proposed updated SCI, there 
were few representations that considered the consultation to be an opportunity to 
express concerns and other interests relating to planning policy and control, as well as 
other Council business. 

 

Neighbourhood Planning 

1.8 Many of the representations received indicated support for neighbourhood planning, 
highlighting in particular the importance of future consultation on draft neighbourhood 
plans.  The SCI has been amended to provide additional information on 
Neighbourhood Development Orders that grant planning permission for a particular 
type of development in a neighbourhood area, for example housing or offices as well 
as clarification over the statutory and discretionary responsibilities of the District 
Council and Qualifying Body on matters including the review of a draft plan prior to 
consultation and the role of the Qualifying Body to undertake the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment if required. Some further information has also been 
provided on the Referendum and Examination process  

 

Local Plan 

1.9 The SCI has been revised to include a commitment to work with Town and Parish 
Councils to attend meetings, where possible,  particularly where they can be grouped 



 

or where there is a recognised policy issue of local significance. There were also 
requests from several organisations, for example, Ramblers Norfolk and Norfolk 
Gardens Trust to be included as key stakeholders for Local Plan consultation. The 
Council is investing in a new online engagement platform that will, via an APP, allow 
the Council to connect with the whole community and allows for continual updates on 
the progress of the Plan update and seek comments.  

 

Development Management 

1.10 The SCI has been amended to provide further information on material considerations, 
the role of Chairman’s Panel and delegated decisions, charging for Pre-Application 
discussions and on the definition of ‘major’ development  

 

Other Representations Received 

1.11 Several other representations were received to the consultation which did not directly 
relate to the proposed SCI but instead expressed general opinions on planning and 
development in the District.  Themes emanating included concern for supplementary 
planning documents (SPD’s) being used by developers to ‘fast track’ development; 
planning fees causing a ‘reduced take-up’; non-consultation on tree works in 
conservation areas, and a ‘safeguard’ against impropriety is required. 

 

  2.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 

2.1 The Preparation of a Local Plan and effective community engagement in the planning 
process is a statutory requirement. Plans must be underpinned by an appropriate 
evidence base, inclusive of an SCI, much of which is required at an early stage of the 
preparation process to inform future decisions over development strategies and 
allocations. 

 
3.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS 

 
3.1 An up-to-date Statement of Community Involvement that sets out how all sections of the 

community will be consulted to increase an awareness of planning issues and generate 
a feeling of inclusion by the community in policy formulation and planning decisions is 
required to support the Local Plan as a key investment in the District.  The Planning 
process  helps the Council to shape where developments can take place in the District 
to maximise environmental benefits and ensure the provision of appropriate transport 
links, provide for a variety of homes to meet local needs, built to an appropriate 
standard, create policies that address the causes and potential impacts of climate 
change, and the improvement of biodiversity, inform providers of infrastructure the types 
of infrastructure and community facilities needed to benefit both existing and new 
residents, and support new and growing businesses so that people can work locally to 
minimise commuting. 

 
  4 IMPLICATIONS 

 
4.1 In preparing this report, the report author has considered the likely implications of the 



 

decision - particularly in terms of Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues; 
Constitutional & Legal; Contracts; Corporate Priorities; Crime & Disorder; Data 
Protection; Equality & Diversity/Human Rights; Financial; Health & Wellbeing; 
Reputation; Risk Management; Safeguarding; Staffing; Stakeholders /Consultation, 
Timescales; Other. Where the report author considers that there may be implications 
under one or more of these headings, these are identified below. 

 
Corporate Priorities 

 
4.2 The Local Plan Review aligns with the following corporate priorities in the Breckland 

Corporate Plan 2020–2023. 
 

 To deliver substantial and continued growth as proposed through our Local Plan, in 
conjunction with our key partners. 

 Enable the effective planning and delivery of housing solutions to meet local needs 
and aspirations to ensure that our residents including veterans have access to a 
range of housing options in the district. 

 
Staffing and Financial 

 
4.3 None 

 
 
Risk Management 

 
4.4 Updating the existing SCI will reduce the risk of challenge to the adoption of new 

planning policy and decisions made on planning applications.  
 

4.5 The production of the revised Local Plan for Breckland Council is required to be 
produced in conformity with an adopted SCI.  The requirements of the Neighbourhood 
Planning Act 2017 as they relate to Statements of Community Involvement came into 
force on 31st July 2018, which means that the current SCI (2013) is not up to date.  Any 
delays in the adoption of the revised SCI could impact on the timetable for the production 
of the revised Local Plan. 

 
  5.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
 
  5.1 All 
 
 

Acronyms 
 

SCI: Statement of Community Involvement 
SPD: Supplementary Planning Document 
LPA: Local Planning Authority 
 

Appendices: 
 
Appendix 1: Draft SCIAppendix 2: Schedule of Consultation Responses 



 

 
Background Papers:-   

 

Lead Contact Officer 
Name and Post: Simon Wood: Director of Planning and Building Control 

Andrew D’Arcy: Planning Policy Manager 
Telephone Number: 07775036582 
Email: Simon.wood@breckland.gov.uk 

Andrew.darcy@breckland.gov.uk 
 

Key Decision: Yes 
 

Exempt Decision: No 
 

This report refers to a Mandatory Service. 
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